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Luke 21:25-36 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 It finally happened – an alien spacecraft landed on earth. It touched down in London and a delegation of 

English dignitaries went to greet the interstellar travelers – Prince William represented the Queen, the Prime 

Minister represented the government, and the Archbishop of Canterbury was there on behalf of the Church. 

Once they had figured out how to communicate and a number of important questions had been asked and an-

swered, Archbishop Justin spoke up and asked the aliens, “have you ever heard of Jesus?” 

 “Oh yes,” they replied, “he swings by our planet every two years.” The Archbishop was astounded, 

“every two years!? We’ve been waiting 2,000 years for his return.” 

 “Well,” the aliens said, “maybe he didn’t like the chocolate you gave him.” 

 “Chocolate!” exclaimed the Archbishop, “what’s that got to do with it?” 

 “Well, we gave him chocolate the first time he came and we give him some every time he visits. Why? 

What did you do the first time he visited?” 

 This First Sunday of Advent we often talk about Jesus’ return because, especially in recent times, Chris-

tians have often read this morning’s gospel text as though it is entirely about Jesus’ Second Coming. I would 

suggest, however, that  a more careful analysis of how this passage fits into the flow of the Gospel of Luke 

shows us that Jesus is primarily talking about his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension and the subsequent 

destruction of Jerusalem. After all, this has been his theme throughout this section of Luke, ever since he en-

tered Jerusalem in triumph back in chapter 19. 
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 We can see this is the case if we take Jesus’ words here in chapter 21 and compare them to the events that 

transpire in following chapters of the Gospel.  Two chapters later, in Luke 23, we see the powers of the heav-

ens shaken (just as Jesus said) when the sun turns dark while Jesus hangs on the cross, we see people fainting 

from fear and foreboding (just as Jesus said) when many of those who watch the crucifixion beat their chests 

and wail for Jesus – and then, in chapter 24, we do see Jesus coming in power and great glory as he ascends in 

a cloud to his rightful place with God following his resurrection.  

 This warning of the fig tree that Jesus is talking about is therefore the warning that just as the budding 

leaves of the tree tell us that summer is coming near, so the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus tell the 

people of his day and time that his prophecies about the destruction of the Temple and of Jerusalem are going 

to be fulfilled.  

 It may be that Jesus’ words in this passage also give us insight into what the end of history will look like 

but the context of Luke suggest that it is his death and resurrection, as well as the coming destruction of Jeru-

salem, that Jesus is primarily cautioning them to be alert to and pray they will have the strength to escape.  

 In a sense Jesus is drawing a parallel between himself and the fate of Jerusalem. The unjust and oppres-

sive religious/political/economic system that is about to destroy Jesus will also bring about the destruction of 

Jerusalem. And just as Jesus’ destruction will have world changing consequences so also will the destruction 

of Jerusalem. 

 Now, this all really seems like dark and distressing stuff – until you consider that Jesus’ death on the cross 

is not his ultimate fate. The story is not: “Jesus died, the end.” What ultimately becomes of Jesus is that he is 

resurrected in glory and ascends into heaven. His death is the doorway into a new life. And the scriptures tell 

us it is the same for Jerusalem and the Temple: the book of Revelation gives us a vision of a New Jerusalem 

and a New Temple, both resurrected from the ashes and death of the old, and just as the resurrected Jesus has 

taken up residence in heaven so also heaven will take up residence in the New Jerusalem and the New Temple. 

 The death of Jesus and the death of Jerusalem are the doorways through which humanity is enabled to 

pass from the life of this world into the life of the world to come. For those who have the eyes of faith these 

terrible events, from Jesus’ unjust crucifixion to the destruction of the oppressive temple system, are not disas-
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ters that will destroy the people but rather the doorways to redemption, resurrection, and rebirth to a new life 

that is more deeply rooted in God’s love. 

 We often see this pattern of death and resurrection played out in life. As I meditated on this text this week 

I was reminded of the life of Miguel de Cervantes – the author of the great Spanish novel, Don Quixote, the 

second most translated book in the world after the Bible. He is sometimes called the Spanish Shakespeare.  

 Cervantes’ life is a remarkable story of death and rebirth. Early in his adult life he had to leave Spain in 

exile and he sought to reinvent himself as a soldier, only to be captured by Barbary Pirates and held for ransom 

for five years. His family went bankrupt buying his freedom. On his return to Spain he became a tax collector, 

but problems with his accounting led to him being thrown in prison for the second time in his life – for several 

months until he was found innocent and his name was cleared.  

 By that time he was 58 years old, he had spent an unusual amount of his life in prison, and had experi-

enced the resurrection of a new life out of the ashes of his old life at least three times. It was then, in 1605, that 

he finally found the success and stability that had eluded him for decades: he published the first installment of 

Don Quixote and it was an instant success.  

 I’m sure there were many times in his life when it felt like the world was ending, and in a sense it was. In 

a sense the world is always ending. We are forever seeing the death of old things, the sweeping away of what 

was, and the challenge that we must overcome is the temptation to give up on life and give in to despair. The 

message of the gospel is that the end of the world is never the end of the world – the end of the world is always 

the beginning of the new life of the world to come.  

 The hope of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension is that on the other side of destruction, crucifixion, and 

death, God is waiting for us with something new, something previously unimagined, and something that bring 

new blessings into our lives and the lives of those we love.  

 So if you’ve ever wondered why we read these passages about the end of the world on the first Sunday of 

the new liturgical year – I think that is why. Because the coming of Jesus into our world means the end of all 

that has been but it also means the beginning of all that will be. Our new life in Christ has just begun. 

 Amen. 


